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Mental  Math  and  Estimation  

Mental  math  means  that  you  try  to  figure  problems  out  in  your  head  without  using  a  calculator.  Often,  you  use 
rounding  and  estimation.  Mental  math  strategies  can  be u sed  when  solving  for fractions,  percents,  measurements, 
money,  and  proportions.  Using  mental  math  will  allow  you  to  check  your  answers  to  see if  they  are logical,  and  to 
eliminate answer  choices  and  focus  on  2  or  3  possible answers.  
 
Select  the  best  answer  for  the  following  questions  and  type  it  on  the  line  provided.   
 
Each  month,  you  have  the  following  bills:  

•	  Rent  $220  
•	  Utilities  $190  
•	  Cell  Phone  $75  
•	  Car  insurance  $58  
•	  Cable/Internet  $80  

1.	 Which of the following choices is the best estimate of the amount of money you need to earn each month
to pay all of your bills?

a.	 $500 
b.	 $550 
c.	 $600 
d.	 $650 

2.	 You have 3 sisters. Together, you and your sisters arrange a celebration for your parents’ wedding
anniversary. The cost of catering is $176.00. You would like to split the cost evenly. What is the 
approximate amount you will have to give for the celebration? 

a.	 $50 
b.	 $55 
c.	 $60 
d.	 $65 
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  ________ 

  ________ 3.	 Which television is going to be least expensive? 

a.	 Television A is least expensive. 
b.	 Television B is least expensive. 

4.	 A local clothing store is going out of business. They are having a storewide sale. If a purse was originally 
priced at $50.00 but is 20% off, what will the sale price be? 

a.	 $40.00 
b.	 $45.00 
c.	 $50.00 
d.	 $55.00 

5.	 During the storewide sale, a pair of blue jeans was marked down to $25.00. The jeans were on a rack with
other items. The sign read 50% off. What was the original cost of the blue jeans? ________ 

a.	 $30.00 
b.	 $40.00 
c.	 $50.00 
d.	 $60.00 

6.	 Kevin is planning to drive from Springfield to Chicago. He knows that the drive will be approximately
200 miles. If Kevin drives at a rate of 60 miles per hour, approximately how much time should he plan to
spend driving? ________ 

a.	 2.5 hours 
b.	 3.0 hours 
c.	 3.5 hours 
d.	 4.0 hours 

7.	 During the same road trip, Kevin must plan for gas purchases. His car gets approximately 19 miles per
gallon. How much gas should Kevin plan to use each way of his trip? ________ 

a.	 10 gallons 
b.	 11 gallons 
c.	 12 gallons 
d.	 13 gallons 
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